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Washington Should Not Push Europe Back Toward Russian Gas
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Why the US midterms are a rare foreign policy election
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Image — People vote at a polling location during
early voting in the midterm election, in Atlanta,
Georgia, on 13 October 2026. Photo by Erik S.
Lesser / AFP via Getty Images.

Dr Andrew Payne Topics
Research Director, Europe, Russia and the

Americas Programmes DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION

- . . . . . . . US DOMESTIC POLITICS
Foreign policy rarely decides US elections. Conventional wisdom is that voters know little,
. . . 5 . e US FOREIGN POLICY
and care less, about international affairs. Instead, they are driven by pocketbook issues, like

the price of gas and groceries. As James Carville, an adviser to Bill Clinton, once observed? :
‘it’s the economy, stupid’. But this year, the economy is foreign policy. Regions
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FY 2027 Defense Funding.: Potential Post-Midterm Outcomes
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Iran Update, October 29, 2026

OCTOBER 29, 2026
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« PREVIOUS  NEXT —
ANALYST NOTES

The Institute for the Study of War (ISW) and The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Data Cutoff: 2:00 PM ET

Institute are publishing updates Monday through Friday to provide analysis on the war with Iran and the
broader Middle East. Weekday updates cover events from the past 24-hour period, whereas weekend
updates are abbreviated and cover the Houthi-Saudi conflict and major breaking developments related to READ MORE ON THIS

the war with Iran. PRODUCT
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US Oil Firm HKN Aims fo Double Syria's Output as It Takes Over Kurdish-Run Fields
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Cryptocurrencies in UK Politics
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Cryptocurrencies in UK Politics

Join us for a discussion on the risk of opaque, foreign or malign influence entering UK politics via

cryptocurrency donations.

18:00 - 19:00 GMT

17 November 2026 +Add to calendar
Location: London

Location: RUSI, 61 Whitehall

Overview

Booking
As cryptocurrencies become more integrated into the global financial system, questions are
growing about how their use could affect the integrity and transparency of political finance. Much Free

of the debate has focused on whether political parties should be permitted to accept donations
directly in cryptocurrency, but direct donations represent only part of the risk. Cryptocurrency
can also be used at an earlier stage to move or conceal funds, before being converted into fiat and
entering the political system as an apparently permissible donation.
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The EU and Turkiye: Uniting in Defence?
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Turkish Parliament Debates Defense Pact with Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
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Turkish lawmakers approve a 3-nation
defense pact with Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan
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